What  Does  the  Bible  Say? 

Ill 


Does  tlie  Bible  afford  conclusive  proof,  as  many 
believe,  against  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic 
Church?  Catholics  say  not;  that,  on  the  contrary, 
these  doctrines  are  laid  down  in  the  Bible  in  plain 
and  simple  words.  Which  side  is  right?  Let  us  be 
impartial,  and  examine  the  principal  doctrines  of  the 
Catholic  Church  by  the  light  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

It  i^'^enied  that  our  Lord  appointed  St.  Peter  to  be  His 
j^icegerent^  and  the  head  of  His  Church  ipoii  earth, 
^  N'ozv^  on  the  headship  of  St.  Peter, 
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"  And  when  Jesus  beheld  him,  he  said  :  Thou  art 
Simon  the  son  of  Jona  :  thou  shalt  be  called  Cephas  : 
which  is  by  interpretation,  Peter."  (Rock  or  vStone. 
See  word  Peter  in  Cruden's  (Protestant)  Concord- 
ance.)    (St.  John  I  :  42.) 

''And  I  say  unto  thee:  Thou  art  Peter  (Rock), 
and  upon  this  Rock  I  will  build  my  church  ;  and  the 
gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it."  (St. 
Matt.  16:  18.) 

' '  And  I  will  give  unto  thee  the  keys  of  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  ;  and  vrhatsoever  thou  shalt  bind  upon 
earth  shall  be  bound  in  hecven,  and  whatsoever  thou 
shalt  loose  upon  earth  shall  be  loosed  in  heaven." 
(St.  Matt.  16  :  19.) 

"Jesus  said  to  Simon  Peter:  Feed  my  lambs.  He 
said  to  him  again  :  Feed  my  lambs.  He  said  to  him 
a  third  time  :  Feed  my  vSlieep."    (St.  John  21:15-17.) 


2 


//  is  denied  that  the  Church  of  God  is  tmerring  in 
teaching  the  doctrine  of  Christ.  Now^  in  regard  to 
the  Church  of  God, 
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"Go  ye,  teach  all  nations.  .  .  .  Teaching 
them  to  observe  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you  ; 
and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even  to  the  end  of  the 
world."     (St.  Matt.  28:  19,  20.) 

"And  he  shall  give  you  another  Paraclete,  that 
he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever,  the  Spirit  of  Truth." 
(St.  John  14  :  16.) 

"But  the  Paraclete,  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the 
Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he  will  teach  you  all 
things,  and  bring  all  things  to  your  mind  whatsoever 
I  shall  have  said  to  you."    (St.  John  14  :  26.) 

"Upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my  church,  and 

THK  GATKS  OP  HKlvIy  SHAI,!,  NOT  PRKVAII,  AGAINST 

HKR."     (St.  Matt.  16  :  18.) 

"  He  that  heareth  you,  heareth  me  :  and  he  that 
despiseth  you,  despiseth  me.  And  he  that  despivSeth 
me,  despiseth  him  that  sent  me."  (St.  Luke  10  :  16.) 

"The  church  of  the  living  God,  the  Pillar  and 
Ground  of  the  truth."     (i  Tim.  3  :  15.) 

It  is  said  the  Holy  Sacrame^it  is  7iot  the  true  Body  and 
Blood  of  fesics  Christy  but  07ily  bread  and  wi?ie. 
Now,  071  this  poi7it^ 
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"  And  the  bread  that  I  will  give  is  my  €esh, 
which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the  world."  (St. 
John  6  :  5T.) 
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*'And  Jesus  said  to  them:  Verily,  verily  I  say 
unto  you,  except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man, 
and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  (St. 
John  6  :  53.) 

Take  and  eat  :  this  is  my  Body.  Drink  ye  all 
of  this,  for  this  is  my  Blood."     (St.  Matt.  26  :  26.) 

"  For  he  that  eateth  and  drinketh  unworthily, 
eatetli  and  drinketh  damnation  to  himself,  not  dis- 
cerning the  Lord's  Body."     (i  Cor.  11  :  29.) 

It  is  de7iied  that  the  priest  of  God  has  powe7^  to  for- 
give si7is,  though  Christ  Himself^  7vith  impressive 
ceremo7iies^  gave  a  solemn  commission  to  His  minis- 
ters to  do  this.    Now,  on  this  pointy 
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"And  he  said  to  them  again:  Peace  be  to  you. 
As  the  Father  hath  sent  me,  I  also  send  you.  And 
when  he  had  said  this,  he  breathed  on  them  :  and  he 
said  to  them :  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost  :  Whose 

SINS  YOU  SHAI,!,  FORGIVE,  THEY  ARE  FORGIVEN 
THEM  :  AND  WHOSE  SINS  YOU  SHAI.I,  RETAIN,  THEY 
ARE  RETAINED."      (St.  Johu  20  :  2I-23.) 

Catholics  are  coridemned  for  honorhig  the  Blessed  Vir- 
gin Mary  so  much.  Whether  Catholics,  or  those  who 
condemn  them,  are  right,  is  decided  by  askijig — 
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"And  the  angel  (Gabriel)  having  come  in,  said 
to  her:  Hail,  full  of  grace,  the  I^ord  is  with  thee. 
Blessed  art  thou  among  women."    (St.  I^uke  i  :  28.) 

*'And  she    (Elizabeth)  cried  out  with  a  loud 
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voice,  and  said:  Blessed  art  thou  among  women.'* 
(St.  Ivuke  I  :  41.) 

"And  whence  is  this  to  me,  that  the  mother  of 
my  lyord  should  come  to  me."     (St.  lyuke  i  :42.) 

And  Mary  said  :  For  behold  from  henceforth  all 
generations  shall  call  me  blessed."  (St.  lyuke  i  : 
48.) 

' '  A  woman  of  the  crowd  lifted  up  her  voice  and 
said  :  Blessed  is  the  womb  that  bore  thee,  and  the 
paps  that  gave  thee  suck."     (St.  Luke  11  :  27.) 

It  is  considered  sttperstitioiis  and  ridiculous  to  anoint 
the  sick  with  oil,  as  the  Catholic  Church  does.  Now, 
in  regard  to  this  matter, 
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* '  Is  any  man  sick  among  you  ?  Let  him  bring  in 
the  priests  of  the  church,  and  let  them  pray  over 
him,  anointing  him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the 
lyord :  and  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick 
man  :  and  the  Lord  shall  raise  him  up  :  and  if  he  be 
in  sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  him."  (St.  James 
5:  14,  I5-) 

Reader,  the  ''Word  of  God  "  is  not  to  be  trifled 
with.  No  man  can  explain  it  away,  or  evade  the 
duty  of  obeying  it.  Read  it,  then,  in  view  of  this 
most  heavy  responsibility,  and  faithfully  follow  its 
teachings  if  you  would  save  your  soul. 
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